
 

 

1808 Swift Drive   |   Oak Brook, IL 60523‐1501   |   630.586.8000 phone   |   630.586.8010 fax 
www.centerpoint.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
      December 21, 2021 
 
To:  publiccomment@joliet.gov 
 
Re:  Written Testimony for Public Hearings at the December 21, 2021, City Council 
Meeting regarding Northpoint/East Gate Logistics Park Chicago, LLC’s (“NorthPoint”) 
Proposed 2,356 Acre Development (“Northpoint Project”) including the following Agenda 
Items: 
 

- 571-21: Resolution Approving an Annexation and Development Agreement for 
Approximately 2,179.296 Acres with East Gate Logistics Park Chicago, LLC for 
Compass Business Park (A-13-21); 

- 572-21: Resolution Approving the Annexation Agreement for 117.36 Acres with 
Wakal Limited Partnership (A-15-21); 

- 578-21: Ordinance Approving the Annexation of Certain Contiguous Parcels 
Subject to Annexation and Development Agreement with East Gate Logistics 
Park Chicago, LLC for Compass Business Park (A-13-21); 

- 579-21: Ordinance Approving and Affirming the Zoning Classification to I-1 Light 
Industrial Zoning of all Property Subject to the Annexation and Development 
Agreement with East Gate Logistics Park Chicago, LLC for Compass Business 
Park within the Municipal Boundaries of Joliet (Z-9-21); 

- 580-21: Ordinance Approving the Annexation of 117.36 Acres Subject to an 
Annexation Agreement with Wakal Limited Partnership (A-15-21); and 

- 581-21: Ordinance Approving a Zoning Classification of 117.36 Acres to I-1 Light 
Industrial Zoning (Z-10-21). 

 
Dear Mayor and City Council, 
 

As you are aware, on November 18, 2021, CenterPoint Properties Trust, as a 
100% member of CenterPoint Joliet Terminal Railroad LLC (“CenterPoint”), expressed its 
concerns about the traffic safety impact and congestion that will be created by the 
NorthPoint annexation and a proposed Closed Loop Truck Network (“CLTN”) and further 
requested that the City of Joliet produce information relating to the NorthPoint annexation.  
In response to CenterPoint’s November 18, 2021 request for documents, the City of Joliet 
produced the NorthPoint “Amended and Restated Annexation Agreement” which was 
made available shortly before the Plan Commission Hearing. 
 

The NorthPoint Amended and Restated Annexation Agreement confirms that the 
City of Joliet and NorthPoint have agreed to the construction of a CLTN which will benefit 
NorthPoint’s privately-owned 2,356-acre industrial development.  The CLTN will funnel 



   

   

all of the truck traffic to/from the NorthPoint development into the CenterPoint Joliet 
Terminal at a single location (the intersection of Millsdale Road and CenterPoint Way).  
This proposed traffic pattern would have a significant negative impact on the safety and 
integrity of CenterPoint’s private roads and existing occupants within the CenterPoint 
development.  In addition, the CLTN’s direction of traffic exclusively to CenterPoint’s 
private roadway infrastructure has not been subject to standard planning, evaluation, 
study or scrutiny applicable to such a large-scale private development. Moreover, the City 
of Joliet has made public comments indicating that the CLTN will be used as a truck route 
to serve even more privately-owned developments outside of the current 2,356-acre 
NorthPoint footprint – all of which will impact CenterPoint’s private infrastructure and the 
existing occupants of the CenterPoint Joliet Terminal.  Without any input or consultation 
with CenterPoint, the CLTN plan also contemplates the use of property currently owned 
by CenterPoint.  
 

Pursuant to the City of Joliet’s existing agreements and obligations (the Annexation 
Agreement (Doc #R2008150216, with amendments), Easement (Doc. #R2011013026) 
and Memorandum of Understanding dated 12-19-16)) relating to the CenterPoint 
development, the privately-owned road infrastructure at CenterPoint was designed and 
intended to accommodate the CenterPoint development. The NorthPoint development, 
alone, represents an expansion of the existing development by 2,356 acres of privately-
owned industrial property.  NorthPoint’s development and the proposed construction of 
roads adjacent to the CenterPoint development will funnel traffic directly and exclusively 
to CenterPoint’s private road infrastructure at the intersection of Millsdale Road and 
CenterPoint Way. 

 
On November 18, 2021, CenterPoint requested that the City of Joliet provide 

information that is standard for any development.  The traffic studies conducted by 
NorthPoint and produced by the City of Joliet do not address the impact that the 2,356-
acre development will have on CenterPoint’s existing roadway infrastructure.  Nor has 
information been provided to establish that the CLTN is in compliance with the City of 
Joliet’s existing agreements and obligations.   
 

CenterPoint hereby reiterates its request that the City of Joliet table NorthPoint’s 
Project until CenterPoint is provided with the following information and a reasonable time 
to evaluate the NorthPoint Project: 
 

 
1. NorthPoint’s Traffic Impact Study referenced in the Staff Report and any 

previous traffic studies provided by NorthPoint to the City of Joliet which have 
not been provided to CenterPoint.  

 
2. A list of all property owned by NorthPoint that will eventually utilize the CLTN.  

This list should include the approximately 1,200 acres owned by NorthPoint 
and currently located in the Village of Manhattan’s planning area pursuant to a 
boundary agreement set to expire in 2025. 

 



   

   

3. Anticipated square footage of warehouses or other buildings, including 
terminals, and square footage of all proposed container or parking facilities on 
all property owned by NorthPoint that will eventually utilize the CLTN.  

 
4. Environmental Impact Studies for the NorthPoint Project and/or the 1,200 acres 

owned by NorthPoint and currently located in the Village of Manhattan’s 
planning area pursuant to a boundary agreement that will expire in 2026. 

 
5. Specifications for the proposed Bridge over Rt. 53 and Specifications for the 

Railroad Bridge over the UP Railroad south of Millsdale Road. 
 
6. Details regarding the location of the connection of the CLTN to Millsdale Road 

and specifications for the CLTN roadway improvements at its intersection with 
Millsdale Road. 

 
7. Proposed timing for Completion of Bridges over the Union Pacific Railroad and 

Rt. 53. 
 
8. Proposed timing for construction of the Connection/Intersection of the CLTN 

roadway(s) to Millsdale Road. 
 
9. A list of, and specifications for, all improvements NorthPoint and/or the City of 

Joliet is proposing for Millsdale Road, CenterPoint Way, Baseline Road, Vetter 
Road, Laraway Road, Hollywood/Houbolt Road and the I-80/Houbolt Road 
Interchange. 

 
10. Traffic Studies showing current and anticipated impacts of the NorthPoint 

Project and/or the CLTN on Millsdale Road west of Brandon Road, CenterPoint 
Way, Baseline Road, Vetter Road, Laraway Road, Houbolt Road Bridge, 
Houbolt/Hollywood Road and Houbolt Road interchange with I-80. 

 
11. Traffic studies relating in any way to the 1,200 acres owned by NorthPoint and 

currently located in the Village of Manhattan’s planning area pursuant to a 
boundary agreement that will expire in 2026. 

 
12. Studies, including but not limited to traffic studies, and other development-

related information relating in any way to additional developments outside the 
NorthPoint footprint that the City of Joliet is considering or evaluation for 
connection to the CLTN. 

 
13. A list of all current and projected developments or properties outside the 

NorthPoint footprint that the City of Joliet is evaluating for connection to the 
CLTN. 

 
As it obtains information about the City’s CLTN, CenterPoint will continue to 

evaluate its rights under current agreements and covenants that bind the City and protect 



   

   

CenterPoint’s rights, the businesses within the CenterPoint Joliet Terminal, and those 
who travel upon its roads.  CenterPoint looks forward to your prompt response to this 
request. 

 
Please accept this letter as CenterPoint’s written testimony concerning the 

NorthPoint annexation. 
 
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
 
Michael P. Murphy 
Chief Development Officer 
 


